152                The Mahabharata: A Criticism.
rather than pleased at the words   of disparagement
addressed to him, and rising up walked away.   It was
an insult which Shrikrishna could scarcely bear.    'f Con-
fine, oh, Dhritarashtra," he said;  "confine thy urruly
son and conclude peace with the Pandavas, thus saving
the Kaurava family from destruction.    One man should
be abandoned to save a whole family, one family to save
a whole village, one village to save a whole country."
While he was thus counselling the restraint of Durro-
dhana, he and his councillors were proposing the anest
of Krishna himself; for the Pandavas, they said, with-
out Krishna would be like serpents deprived of their
teeth. Their purpose was suspected by Satyaki, who was
waiting outside the hall, and he informed Krishna of it.
Vidura at the same time said to Dhritarashtra: "Thy ill-
fated son wishes to arrest Krishna, the Lord of the Uni-
verse."   But Krishna interposed and said :  " Oh, king,
allow me to seize Duryodhana and let him, if he can, seize
me. If you give me permission I will nip the war in the
bud."   Dhritarashtra only had his son brought to him
and chid him severely for his sinful and absurd design.
Krishna rose up in disgust,  and as he walked away
Phritarashtra said : " Oh Janardana, you have seen how
my son is beyond my control.    I wish the Pandavas
ob ill as (everybody here has seen.''   Krishna turned
towards all present and said :  " You   too  have seen
what happened to-day in the council, how the foolish
Duryodhana walked   away unceremorfiously and how
Dhritarashtra says he is powerless.     Farewell, sirs,
I go to Yudhishthira."   With these words he went out,
followed by all present, ascended the chariot which